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Part 1: Field Layout Options
 
Here are some examples of how to layout fields when developing a form in LiveCycle Designer ES2.  By default, objects have a caption attached to the object. This is generally to the left of the value area. It makes it much easier to layout the form if you use this caption. In addition the form is more efficient, as it is not laying out multiple objects for one field.  You can change the position of the caption in the Layout tab.  Captions to the left or above the fields is preferred. You should avoid captions to the right or beneath fields. 
from digg.com
This would be the preferred and most efficient layout, as each field is set out by a single object. The properties for the caption and value can be set independently. The user can interact with these fields - typing information into each field. 
Name: Niall O'Donovan
Age: over 18 years
Gender: Male
If you want to have static text that the user can't interact with, then you could use a text object. 
You could have a single textField with multiple lines; however I wouldn't recommend this. The user would need to know how to insert a carriage return - by hitting Control+Enter (Return).   There is script in the docReady event, which populates this field. 
Name:
Age:
Gender:
You could have separate text objects for the captions and textfields for the values. However this makes it more difficult to layout the form and takes (slightly) longer to render the form, as both the static text and textfield have to be set out as separate objects. 
Name: 
Age: 
Gender: 
You could use a text object and then insert floating fields into it. These floating fields have the same name as the objects to the left. These objects are linked to the floating fields, so that as new information is added into the fields on the left, they are reflected below.   To get this to work, there is script in the docReady and exit events. 
Part 2: Changing the visual appearance of an object
 
It is useful to give the user visual feedback as they interact with your form. Here are some example where the appearance of the object changes as the user enters/exits fields. If you open this form in LiveCycle Designer, you will be able to examine the script in the objects' events.  
Examples of object changes based on the user interacting with the fields
When this field has focus the border changes to  a 
thicker solid line and orange. When it loses focus it 
changes back to lowered 3D. 
When this field has focus the fill changes to  white.
On exit if the field is null is changes back to the red
tinge. If however the field has a value, the fill 
changes to a green tinge. 
This field has a solid underline. On focus that underline changes to a thicker orange line. On blur it changes back to a standard black underline. 
Examples of object changes based on prePrint and postPrint
Pre-print, the border's presence is set to invisible, so that it does not print. Post-print, the border's presence is changed back to visible. 
Pre-print, the fill changes to white, so that it does not print. Post-print, the fill changes back to an orange tinge. 
Pre-print, the underline changes to white, so that it does not print. Post-print, the underline changes back to a standard black underline. 
If space is tight, you can place the caption inside the field
Or make a field bigger on mouse enter
Or set the font to 0pt, so that it reduces once the field is full
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